
 

 
Music Yearly Overview     
Curriculum Area: Music 
Subject Lead: C Pickering 

***All themes are subject to change and modification due to the current Gov. restrictions in music (Covid19) 

 Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
Autumn 1 M.1 use their voices 

expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
 
First 3 weeks 
 
Take part in singing, 

accurately following the 

melody 

Follow instructions on 

how or when to sing 

Week 4 onwards: 
 
M.2 play tuned and 
untuned instruments 
musically 
Follow instructions on 

how or when to play an 

instrument 

 
Body sounds and 
percussion   
  
 

M.1 use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes  
 
First 3 weeks 
 
Take part in singing, 
accurately following the 
melody 
Follow instructions on 
how or when to sing 
 
Imitate changes in pitch 
 
Week 4 onwards: 
 
M.2 play tuned and 
untuned instruments 
musically   
Follow instructions on 
how or when to play an 
instrument 
 
Make and control, and 
create sequences of long 
and short, loud and quiet 
and high and low sounds 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
First 3 weeks 
 
Singing: Believe by Lin 
Marsh 
 
Sing from memory with 
increasing accuracy of 
pitch 
Maintain a simple part 
within a group 
 
Week 4 onwards: 
 
M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
First 3 weeks 
 
Singing: Believe by Lin 
Marsh 
 
Sing from memory with 
increasing accuracy of 
pitch 
Maintain a simple part 
within a group 
Pronounce words within 
a song clearly 
 
 
Week 4 onwards: 
 
M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
First 3 weeks 
 
Singing: Banaha (in a 
round)    
Sing from memory with 
confidence 
Perform as part of an 
ensemble 
Sing in tune 
Hold a part within a 
round 
 
Week 4 onwards: 
 
M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
First 3 weeks 
 
Singing: Banaha (in a 
round)  
Sing from memory with 
confidence 
Perform as part of an 
ensemble 
Sing and play 
expressively and in tune 
Hold a part within a 
round 
 
Week 4 onwards: 
 
M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 



using instruments 
 
 
Recorder playing 

control and expression 
 
Play notes on an 
instrument with care so 
that they are clear 
  
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Recognise the notes 
EGBDF as lines on a 
musical stave, and FACE 
as spaces on a musical 
stave 
 
Recorder playing 
 

musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Play notes on an 
instrument with care so 
that they are clear 
Perform with control and 
awareness of others 
 
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Place the notes EGBDF 
on lines on a musical 
stave, and FACE on 
spaces on a musical 
stave 
Recognise the symbols 
for a minim, crotchet and 
semibreve and say how 
many beats they 
represent 
 
Recorder playing 

accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Perform as part of an 
ensemble 
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
Use standard notation 
for  a minim, crotchet 
and semibreve and say 
how many beats they 
represent 
Read notes on a musical 
stave 
Understand the purpose 
of treble and bass clef 
Use and understand 
simple time signatures 
 
 
Keyboard playing 

with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  
 
Begin to play from 
memory with confidence 
Perform as part of an 
ensemble. 
 
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
Use standard notation 
for  a minim, crotchet 
and semibreve and say 
how many beats they 
represent 
Read notes on a musical 
stave written in the 
treble and bass clef 
Use and understand 
simple time signatures 
 
 
Keyboard playing 

Autumn 2 M.1 use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes – 
 

Take part in singing, 

accurately following the 

melody 

Follow instructions on 

M.1 use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes – 
 
Take part in singing, 
accurately following the 
melody 
Follow instructions on 
how or when to sing 
Make and control long 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Maintain a simple part 
within a group. 
Play notes on an 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
  
Maintain a simple part 
within a group 
  

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Perform as part of an 
ensemble 
 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Begin to play from 
memory with confidence 
Perform as part of an 



how or when to sing 

Christmas performances 

 
  

 

 

  

 

and short sounds using 
voices 
Imitate changes in pitch 
 
Christmas performances 
 
    
 

instrument with care so 
that they are clear  
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Recognise the notes 
EGBDF as lines on a 
musical stave, and FACE 
as spaces on a musical 
stave 
 
Recorder playing 
 

Play notes on an 
instrument with care so 
that they are clear 
Perform with control and 
awareness of others 
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Place the notes EGBDF 
on lines on a musical 
stave, and FACE on 
spaces on a musical 
stave 
Recognise the symbols 
for a minim, crotchet and 
semibreve and say how 
many beats they 
represent 
 
Recorder playing 

 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Use standard notation 
for  a minim, crotchet 
and semibreve and say 
how many beats they 
represent 
Read notes on a musical 
stave 
Understand the purpose 
of treble and bass clef 
Use and understand 
simple time signatures  
 
Keyboard playing 

ensemble. 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations  
 
Use standard notation 
for  a minim, crotchet 
and semibreve and say 
how many beats they 
represent 
Read notes on a musical 
stave written in the 
treble and bass clef 
Use and understand 
simple time signatures 
 
 Keyboard playing 
 
 
  
 

Spring 1 M.1 use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes  
 
Take part in singing, 

accurately following the 

melody 

Follow instructions on 

how or when to sing 

 
 
Alice the Musical – Out of 
the Ark    
  

M.1 use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
 
Take part in singing, 
accurately following the 
melody 
Follow instructions on 
how or when to sing 
Make and control long 
and short sounds using 
voices 
Imitate changes in pitch 
 
 
Alice the Musical – Out of 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Sing from memory with 
increasing accuracy of 
pitch 
Maintain a simple part 
within a group 
Pronounce words within 
a song clearly 
Show control of voice 
 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Sing in tune 
Maintain a simple part 
within a group 
Pronounce words within 
a song clearly 
Show control of voice 
 
Alice the Musical – Out of 
the Ark    

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Sing from memory with 
confidence 
Perform as part of an 
ensemble 
Sing expressively and in 
tune 
Hold a part within a 
round 
Sing a harmony part 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Sing or play from 
memory with confidence 
Perform solo and as part 
of an ensemble 
Sing and play 
expressively and in tune 
Hold a part within a 
round 
Sing a harmony part 



  
 

the Ark   
 
 
  

Alice the Musical – Out of 
the  Ark 

 
   
  
 

confidently and 
accurately 
 
Alice the Musical – Out of 
the Ark   
  
   

confidently and 
accurately 
  
Sing with controlled 
breathing 
 
Alice the Musical – Out of 
the  Ark 
Use and understand 
simple time signatures 
 
Keyboard playing 

Spring 2 M.3 listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music  
 
Identify the beat of a 
piece of music 
 
M.10 develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
 
 
 
Key Strings – 10.3.2020 
 

M.3 listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music 
 
Identify the beat of a 
piece of music 
Recognise changes in 
timbre, dynamics and 
pitch. 
 
Key Strings – 10.3.2020 
 
M.10 develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
 
Key Strings – 10.3.2020 
 
M.2 play tuned and 
untuned instruments 
musically   
Follow instructions on 
how or when to play an 
instrument 
 
Make and control, and 

M.9 appreciate and 
understand a wide range 
of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn 
from different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
 
M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Sing from memory with 
increasing accuracy of 
pitch 
Big Sing – Victoria Hall – 
11.3.2020   
 
Evaluate music to 
identify areas of likes and 
dislikes. 
 

M.9 appreciate and 
understand a wide range 
of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn 
from different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians   
 
Evaluate music to 
identify areas of likes and 
dislikes. 
 
M.10 develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
 
Key Strings – 10.3.2020 
 
M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
  

M.9 appreciate and 
understand a wide range 
of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn 
from different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians 
 
Primary Proms – Victoria 
Hall – 4.3.2020 
 
Discuss how lyrics often 
have social meaning and 
reflect the cultural 
context of music 
 
 
M.10 develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
 
Key Strings – 10.3.2020 
 
M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 

M.9 appreciate and 
understand a wide range 
of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn 
from different traditions 
and from great 
composers and 
musicians  
 
Discuss how lyrics often 
have social meaning and 
reflect the cultural 
context of music 
 
 
M.10 develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
 
Key Strings – 10.3.2020 
 
M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 



create sequences of long 
and short, loud and quiet 
and high and low sounds 
using instruments 
 
Recorder playing 
 

 
M.10 develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
 
M.7 listen with 
attention to detail and 
recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 
 
Use the terms: duration, 
timbre, pitch, beat, 
tempo, texture and 
silence to describe music 
 
Key Strings – 10.3.2020 
 
M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Maintain a simple part 
within a group. 
Play notes on an 
instrument with care so 
that they are clear  
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Recognise the notes 
EGBDF as lines on a 
musical stave, and FACE 
as spaces on a musical 

Maintain a simple part 
within a group 
  
Play notes on an 
instrument with care so 
that they are clear 
Perform with control and 
awareness of others 
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Place the notes EGBDF 
on lines on a musical 
stave, and FACE on 
spaces on a musical 
stave 
Recognise the symbols 
for a minim, crotchet, 
dotted minim and 
semibreve and say how 
many beats they 
represent 
 

musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Perform as part of an 
ensemble 
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
Use standard notation 
for  a minim, crotchet 
and semibreve and say 
how many beats they 
represent 
Read notes on a musical 
stave 
Understand the purpose 
of treble and bass clef 
Use and understand 
simple time signatures  
 
Keyboard playing 

control and expression 
Begin to play from 
memory with confidence 
Perform as part of an 
ensemble. 
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations  
 
Use standard notation 
for  a minim, crotchet 
and semibreve and say 
how many beats they 
represent 
Read notes on a musical 
stave written in the 
treble and bass clef 
Use and understand 
simple time signatures 
 
 Keyboard playing 
 



  

stave 
Recorder playing 



Summer 1 M.3 listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality live 
and recorded music  
 
Identify the beat of a 
piece of music 
 
 
 

M.2 play tuned and 
untuned instruments 
musically 
 
Follow instructions on 
how or when to play an 
instrument 
Make and control, and 
create sequences of long 
and short, loud and quiet 
and high and low sounds 
using instruments 
 
 
Recorder playing 
 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Play notes on an 
instrument with care so 
that they are clear  
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Recognise the notes 
EGBDF as lines on a 
musical stave, and FACE 
as spaces on a musical 
stave 
 
Recorder playing 
 
M.7 listen with 
attention to detail and 
recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 
 
Use the terms: duration, 
timbre, pitch, beat, 
tempo, texture and 
silence to describe 
music. 
  
   

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
  
Play notes on an 
instrument with care so 
that they are clear 
Perform with control and 
awareness of others 
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Place the notes EGBDF 
on lines on a musical 
stave, and FACE on 
spaces on a musical 
stave 
Recognise the symbols 
for a minim, crotchet and 
semibreve and say how 
many beats they 
represent 
 
Recorder playing  
 
M.7 listen with 
attention to detail and 
recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 
 
Use the terms: duration, 
timbre, pitch, beat, 
tempo, texture and 

M.10 develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
 
M.7 listen with 
attention to detail and 
recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 
 
Choose from a wide 
range of musical 
vocabulary to accurately 
describe and appraise 
music 
 
  
  

M.10 develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
 
M.7 listen with 
attention to detail and 
recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 
 
Choose from a wider 
range of musical 
vocabulary to accurately 
describe and appraise 
music 
 
M.6 improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of music  
 
Begin to understand that 
songs have a pattern and 
that verses differ from 
the chorus 
Create rhythmic patterns 
with a growing 
awareness of timbre and 
duration 
Play melodies and begin 
to understand that these 
can be played with a 
chord pattern 
Use a drone or a melodic 
ostinato 
Convey the relationship 
between lyrics and 
melody 
Use digital technology to 
compose, edit, and 



silence to describe 
music. 
 Understand layers of 
sound and discuss their 
effect on mood and 
feelings.   

refine pieces of music 
Explore jazz scales and 
improvise to create a 
motif/ostinato based on 
the jazz scale. 
  

Summer 2 M.4. Make and use 
sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of 
music 
 
Clap rhythms 

Create a mixture of 
different sounds 
 
M.1 use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
 
Make and control long 

and short sounds using 

voices 

Imitate changes in pitch 

  
 
 

M.2 play tuned and 
untuned instruments 
musically 
 
Follow instructions on 
how or when to play an 
instrument 
Make and control, and 
create sequences of long 
and short, loud and quiet 
and high and low sounds 
using instruments 
 
Recorder playing 
 
M.4. Make and use 
sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of 
music 
 
Clap rhythms 
Choose sounds to create 
an effect 
Create short, musical 
patterns 
Create short, rhythmic 
phrases. 
Use symbols to represent 
a composition and use 
them to help with a 
performance 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Play notes on an 
instrument with care so 
that they are clear 
Perform with control and 
awareness of others 
 
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Devise non-standard 
symbols to indicate when 
to play and rest 
Recognise the notes 
EGBDF as lines on a 
musical stave, and FACE 
as spaces on a musical 
stave 
 
Recorder playing 
 
M.6 improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes using 

M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Play notes on an 
instrument with care so 
that they are clear 
Perform with control and 
awareness of others 
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Place the notes EGBDF 
on lines on a musical 
stave, and FACE on 
spaces on a musical 
stave 
Recognise the symbols 
for a minim, crotchet and 
semibreve and say how 
many beats they 
represent 
  
Recorder  playing 
 
M.6 improvise and 
compose music for a 

M.6 improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
 
Begin to understand that 
songs have a pattern and 
that verses differ from 
the chorus 
Create rhythmic patterns 
with a growing 
awareness of timbre and 
duration 
Play melodies and begin 
to understand that these 
can be played with a 
chord pattern 
Use a drone or a melodic 
ostinato 
Convey the relationship 
between lyrics and 
melody 
  
M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 
voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Begin to play from 

M.6 improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
 
Begin to understand that 
songs have a pattern and 
that verses differ from 
the chorus 
Create rhythmic patterns 
with a growing 
awareness of timbre and 
duration 
Play melodies and begin 
to understand that these 
can be played with a 
chord pattern 
Use a drone or a melodic 
ostinato 
Convey the relationship 
between lyrics and 
melody 
Use digital technology to 
compose, edit, and 
refine pieces of music 
Explore jazz scales and 
improvise to create a 
motif/ostinato based on 
the jazz scale. 
 
M.5 play and perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their 



 

the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
Compose and perform 
melodic songs 
Use, choose, order, 
combine and control 
sound to create effects 
Create repeated patterns 
with a range of  
instruments 
Explore how  a drone can 
be used as an 
accompaniment 
 

range of purposes using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
Compose and perform 
melodic songs 
Use, choose, order, 
combine and control 
sound to create effects 
Create repeated patterns 
with a range of  
instruments 
Use drones as 
accompaniments 
Use digital technologies 
to compose pieces of 
music 
 

memory with confidence 
Perform as part of an 
ensemble 
Sustain a drone or a 
melodic ostinato to 
accompany singing 
  
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Use standard notation 
for  a minim, crotchet 
and semibreve and say 
how many beats they 
represent 
Read notes on a musical 
stave 
Understand the purpose 
of treble and bass clef 
Use and understand 
simple time signatures 
 
 
Keyboard playing 

voices and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Play from memory with 
confidence 
Perform solo and as part 
of an ensemble 
Play expressively and in 
tune 
. 
 
 
M.8 use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
 
Use standard notation, 
with confidence, for  a 
minim, crotchet and 
semibreve and say how 
many beats they 
represent 
Read notes on a musical 
stave written in the 
treble and bass clef 
Use and understand 
simple time signatures 
 
Keyboard playing 


